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ACCELERATING INFRASTRUCTURE 

CUTTING RED TAPE:  
LESS DUPLICATION, MORE COOPERATION 

During this challenging economic period, the Government of Canada is working with 
provinces, territories and communities to build the infrastructure our country needs. We 
are taking action now to cut the red tape that slows down project approvals.  By 
increasing cooperation and reducing duplication, we will put infrastructure projects on 
the fast track. 
 
The Need to Move Forward Faster 
 
In November 2007, the Government of Canada launched a $33 billion, seven-year 
investment in infrastructure, including our highways, bridges, roads, sewer and water 
systems, public transit, and green energy. This unprecedented investment, Building 
Canada, showed this Government’s commitment to cooperate with provinces, territories, 
municipalities and other partners to make our communities and our economy stronger. 
The Building Canada plan is expected to generate over $50 billion by 2014. 
 
The Government of Canada has signed agreements with every province and territory for 
this funding. It has launched calls for applications and announced projects across the 
country. Last year alone, it spent a record $3 billion on infrastructure.  
 
This Government has listened to Canadians who are concerned about the current 
economic situation. That is why this Government has taken steps to speed up the 
approval of Canada’s infrastructure projects in order to create jobs and help stimulate our 
economy. 
 
The Government of Canada is working with key partners to speed up infrastructure 
projects. In December 2008, the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities 
launched national infrastructure consultations with provincial, territorial, and municipal 
leaders to find ways to accelerate project approvals. During these meetings, the Minister 
and his counterparts discussed how they could cut red tape and provide funding sooner to 
get shovels in the ground in the 2009 and 2010 construction seasons. The result is this 
plan. 
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The Action Plan 
 
The Government of Canada will take action to protect the nation’s economy while 
continuing to protect the environment by: 

1. Reducing duplication, and streamlining federal processes to address potential 
environmental and other impacts of projects.  

2. Fast-tracking federal review and approval processes to get important projects 
started sooner. 

 
Reducing Duplication and Streamlining Federal Processes 
 
The Government of Canada has a responsibility under several federal Acts to assess the 
potential environmental impacts, or other impacts, of funded projects. In some instances, 
federal and provincial reviews have duplicated each other, leading to unnecessary delay.  
The economic situation that Canada now faces calls for finding the right tools to work 
efficiently, while protecting the environment, particularly over the next two years.  
 
Infrastructure projects are currently subject to a number of regulatory approvals that 
involve all levels of government and various consultation processes. The Government of 
Canada has an opportunity to modernize its federal reviews by cutting red tape and 
increasing federal-provincial cooperation.  
 
Over the next two construction seasons, there will be a dramatic reduction in the number 
of federal assessments and regulatory reviews, all without compromising environmental 
protection. As well, there will be clarity and predictability for Aboriginal consultation 
through a single window approach, where possible.  
 
Fast-tracking Project Approvals 
 
This Government recognizes that difficult economic times call for new approaches. 
Experience has shown that other levels of government are good stewards of their projects. 
Recognizing both the need to invest quickly and the public accountability of all levels of 
government, the Government of Canada will simplify and develop a more efficient 
review process to help get projects started in the next two construction seasons. 
 

-30- 
 

For information on accelerating infrastructure spending, please see the booklet titled 
“Accelerating Infrastructure: Speeding Up Project Funding.”  
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