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INTRODUCTION

At the August 1995 Annual Premiers Conferencein

St. John’s, Newfoundland, Premiers agreed to make social
policy reform and renewal a shared priority and established a
Ministerial Council to work on issues of national importance.

In 1996, the federal gover nment joined the ongoing work of the
Provincial/Territorial (P/T) Council. Sincethen, cross-sectoral
work on strengthening Canada’s social union has been
coordinated on two fronts - by the Provincial/Territorial
Council on Social Policy Renewal and the
Federal/Provincial/Territorial Council on Social Policy
Renewal (F/P/T Council). Thiswork led to A Framework to
Improve the Social Union for Canadians (which has cometo be
known asthe Social Union Framework Agreement, or the
SUFA). First Ministers, except for the Premier of Québec’,
signed the SUFA on February 4, 19997

The P/T Council provides Premierswith an annual Progress
Report on the status of the social policy renewal agenda. This
year’s Report provides a general commentary on how effective
the implementation of the SUFA has been in advancing
collabor ative arrangements between federal and
provincial/territorial governments. It also proposes
recommendations regar ding the future role of the P/T Council,
including a workplan for 2001/02. In addition, this Report
recommends priorities for action within the various social
policy sectors and includes, as an appendix, a detailed
summary of the progress achieved within each sector in follow-
up to thedirection provided by Premiersat the 2000 Annual
Premiers Conference.

The P/T Council on Social Policy Renewal has been chaired
since the fall of 1999 by the Honourable Tim Sale, Manitoba's
Minister of Family Servicesand Housing. Over the past year,
the Council has met twice. The F/P/T Council, co-chaired by

1 While sharing essentially the same concer ns, the Gover nment of Québec
does not intend to adher e to the F/P/T approach or the P/T approach to
social policies. Furthermore, Québec did not sign the Social Union
Framework Agreement. Consequently any referencetojoint
federal/provincial/territorial positionsor provincial/territorial positionsin
this document do not include the Gover nment of Québec.
2Since the creation of Nunavut on April 1, 1999, the Gover nment of
Nunavut has been accepted as a full participant in the work of the P/T and
F/PIT Ministerial Councilsimplementing SUFA, but hasyet to sign the
Agreement. The Premier of Nunavut wrote to Premiersin December 2000
and to the Prime Minister in May 2001 seeking to sign the SUFA at a
mutually acceptable time and venue.
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Minister Sale and the Honourable Jane Stewart, Minister of
Human Resour ces Development Canada, has not met;
however, the co-chairs had several informal discussions on
issues related to social policy renewal activities.

The P/T Council’swork in the past year has focused on:

pursuing and reviewing progressrelating to the
implementation of the SUFA and anticipating
provincial/territorial involvement in the upcoming third
year review;

supporting the P/T social policy sector Ministerswhere
concernsregarding federal actions are evident, including
the federal gover nment’s announcements on homelessness
and affordable housing initiatives,

working with the federal government and the five national
Aboriginal organizationsin theimplementation of the
SUFA wher e such implementation hasimplications for
Aboriginal people; and

defining and strengthening therole of the P/T Council in its
role of supporting Premierson mattersrelated to social
policy renewal in Canada.

Priority Recommendations of the Provincial/Territorial
Council on Social Policy Renewal

The P/T Council recommends that Premiers continueto
emphasize that any new Canada-wide social programs must be
developed and implemented in a manner consistent with the
Social Union Framework Agreement. In thisregard, the P/T
Council recommendsthat Premiers call on the federal
government to provideits share of the financing for health care
and other social programsthrough existing transfer
mechanisms. Time-limited, unsustainable programsthat are
developed and announced unilaterally by the federal
government and are designed to leverage provincial/territorial
funding often come at the expense of funding for core services.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers encourage the
federal government to work co-operatively with the P/T
Council on all aspects of the implementation of the SUFA. It
recommends that Premierscall on the federal gover nment to
work with the P/T Council and national Aboriginal leadersto
determine a suitable date for a Tripartite meeting as soon as
possible.

The P/T Council recommends that Premiers confirm the P/T
Council'srolein coordinating provincial/territorial
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involvement in thethird-year review of the Social Union
Framework Agreement.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers continueto urge
the federal government to fulfil its commitment to work with
provinces/territories to develop a dispute settlement
mechanism for disputesrelated to the Canada Health Act.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersendorsethe
proposed 2001/2002 Workplan for the P/T Council and direct
the Council toreport its progressto Premierson these issues at
the 2002 Annual Premiers’ Conference.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers support the
following direction to the social policy sectors (details of which
areincluded in the Appendix), with a priority emphasis on:

Financial Arrangements- Finance Ministers should
continue to seek to engage the federal government in
discussions on achieving a sustainable balance in ter ms of
fiscal arrangements. Thefederal gover nment must provide
its share of the financing for health, post-secondary
education, children'sand other social programs through
existing transfer mechanisms, including the adoption of an
appropriate escalator for the Canada Health and Social
Transfer and removal of the ceiling on the Equalization
Program. In addition, P/T Finance Ministers should
develop a plan and undertake the work required to build a
common under standing of the effect of federal spending
and taxation policies on the sustainability of services
delivered by P/T governments, and on the fiscal disparities
among provinces and territories.

Health - On apriority basis, Health Ministers should
addresskey prioritiesfor health carerenewal innovations,
including a health human resour ces strategy and strategies
to assess the cost-effectiveness of pharmaceuticals. Health
Minister s should continue their work to implement the
commitments outlined in the September 11, 2000 First
Ministers Communiqué on Health.

Children - Social Servicesand Health Ministersshould
continue to work on children'sinitiatives, with particular
priority on seeking federal funding for Aboriginal early
childhood development initiatives. Ministersshould
continue their work to implement the commitments
outlined in the September 11, 2000 First Ministers
Communiqué on Early Childhood Development.
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The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersdirect
Ministersof Social Services and Justiceto determine the
best means of developing a child protection agenda within
their respective sectors, including strategies for advancing
thisagenda on an intergovernmental basis. Thisagenda
could speak to issues such as Internet stalking, a sex
offender'sregistry, child maintenance orders, and the
exploitation of children through the sex trade. The P/T
Council on Social Policy Renewal could monitor overall
progresstoward a child protection agenda.

Housing - Housing Ministers should ensurethat the federal
government's proposed housing initiative is flexible, block-
funded and recognizes varying provincial/territorial
priorities, while supporting innovative solutions. Any new
federal initiative must be sustained over time and not
dependent on mandatory cost-sharing agreements. Given
the significant and varying housing priorities across the
country, Housing Ministers must ensure that any new
Canada-wide initiative benefits all regions of the country
and urban, rural, remote and northern communities.

The Provincial/Territorial Council recommends that
Premiersask Ministersof Finance and Housing to examine
possible measures, such astax changes and other forms of
incentives, that could stimulate development of affordable
housing in all parts of Canada.

Education and Skills Development - Labour Market and
Education Ministers should ensure that the federal
government respects provincial and territorial
responsibility when considering new initiativesin the areas
of education and skills development. In addition, Labour
Market and Education Ministers should continueto
collaborateto support actions that improve the ability of
individualsto acquire the skillsthey need to competein the
new economy.

Disability Issues- The P/T Council recommends that
Premiersreconfirm their commitment to the vision
contained in In Unison. Specifically, Social Services
Ministers should continue their work currently underway
on assessing the feasibility of options, including a new
disability tax benefit, to fund disability supports. Given the
cross-sector al nature of disabilities programming, the P/T
Council on Social Policy Renewal could work with other
sectors and the federal government, as appropriate. This
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work could be used to inform the development of
recommendations to Premiersfor future actionsin this
area.
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SOCIAL UNION FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT

Premiers Direction from the 2000 APC

Premiers endorsed the P/T Council’s recommendations on
social policy priorities and approaches outlined in its Fifth
Annual Progress Report to Premiers. Premiersreiterated their
call for the full and immediate restoration of the Canada
Health and Social Transfer plusthe adoption of an appropriate
escalator. They also emphasized that any new Canada-wide
social programs must respect the commitments of the Social
Union Framework Agreement and called on the federal
government to consider the P/T paper on dispute avoidance
and resolution as a useful mechanism for preventing and
resolving inter gover nmental disputes. Premiersalso indicated
their strong support for a second Tripartite meeting of
national Aboriginal Leaders, F/P/T Council Ministersand
Ministers of Aboriginal Affairsin December 2000.

Progress

Fiscal I ssues

The September 11, 2000 First Ministers Meeting resulted
in ameasur e of progresstoward sustaining social programs
in Canada through the Canada Health and Social Transfer
(CHST).

- TheFirst Ministers Communiqué on Health set out
avision aswell as principlesto guide governmentsin
the collaborative task of health carerenewal. First
Ministers agreed that the key goals of the health
care system areto preserve, protect and improvethe
health of Canadians; ensurethat Canadians have
reasonably timely accessto an appropriate,
integrated, and effective range of health services
anywherein Canada, based on their needs, not their
ability to pay; and ensurethelong-term
sustainability of health care services. First Ministers
agreed to collaborate on priority areasfor renewal
and innovation and to provide regular reporting to
Canadians on the progress of renewal.

- TheFirst Ministers Communiqué on Early
Childhood Development (ECD) committed
gover nments to improving and expanding early
childhood development programs and services and
toregularly report on their progressto Canadians.
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First Ministers agreed to work together to ensure
that young children are healthy, safe and secure,
ready to learn, and socially engaged and responsible.
They recognized that provinces and territories have
the primary responsibility for early childhood
development programs and services, and that
investments for early childhood development should
be incremental, predictable and sustained over the
long term.

- Thefederal government announced that it would
provide provinces and territories with $23.4 billion
over fiveyears, in a combination of increased
transfer payments and one-time funds to support
the commitments on Health and Early Childhood
Development.

The Provincial/Territorial (P/T) Council supports
Premiers ongoing callsfor an appropriate escalator for the
CHST and theimmediate removal of the ceiling on the
Equalization Program. Unfortunately since September
2000, it appearsthat the federal government prefersto
provideits financing for social programsthrough
“boutique programs,” rather than through existing
transfer mechanisms. These kinds of programstend to be
time-limited and unsustainable. They also may leverage
provincial/territorial funding at the expense of funding for
cor e services, thereby conflicting with provincial/territorial
prioritiesfor social programs such as health care.

SUFA Implementation

The P/T Council on Social Policy Renewal is committed to
an effective SUFA and has continued to seek opportunities
to work with the federal gover nment on implementation
activities.

Commitment to enhancing the mobility of Canadiansisan
important feature of the SUFA and remains an area of
focusfor provincesand territoriesin implementing the
Agreement. Aspart of their ongoing effortsto eliminate
unreasonable residency-based barriersto mobility
associated with certain social programs by 2002, and to
ensurethat no new barriersare created, jurisdictions
provided their first mobility reportsto the F/P/T Council in
spring 2000, and have either completed or arein the
process of developing their second mobility reports.
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Provinces, territories, and the federal government have
been working diligently toward completing their work to
implement the labour mobility provisions of the Agreement
on Internal Trade (AIT). TheForum of Labour Market
Ministerswill release a separatereport in the summer of
2001 charting progressin thisarea.

Provinces and territories also are working toward
enhancing their governments accountability to Canadians
by maintaining, developing and refining their own methods
for monitoring and measuring social programs. Thisis
consistent with a central element of the SUFA, which
commits each gover nment to monitor and measure
outcomes of its social programs and report regularly to its
constituents on the performance of these programs.

Prior tothe First Ministers Meeting in September 2000,
the federal government committed to work with provinces
and territoriesto develop, by March 2001, a dispute
settlement mechanism for disputesrelating to the Canada
Health Act. Whilediscussions have recently resumed, little
progress has yet been made. It ishoped that a model
consistent with the mechanism and principles endor sed
unanimousdly by Premiersin 2000, and acceptableto all
parties, will be agreed to in the near future.

Tripartite Work

A working group of the F/P/T Council has continued to
work with national Aboriginal organizationsto implement
wor kplans that support the engagement of Aboriginal
peoplesin social policy renewal activities. In particular,
work has proceeded on a statistical profile of Aboriginal
social conditions and on an inventory of best practicesthat
describes successful social policy and program partner ships
between Aboriginal organizations and
federal/provincial/territorial governments.

The P/T Council has made best effortsto fulfil the
commitment to hold a second Tripartite meeting between
the F/P/T Council, F/P/T Ministers Responsible for
Aboriginal Affairsand the L eaders of the five national
Aboriginal organizations by December 2000.

When it became clear that a December 2000 meeting would

not occur, the P/T Council actively pressed for a spring
2001 meeting. The P/T Council has expressed its
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disappointment that this meeting has been postponed until
the fall 2001.

Third-Year Review

The P/T Council is prepared to fulfill gover nments
commitments under the SUFA tojointly undertake a full
review of the Agreement, ensure significant opportunities
for input and feedback from Canadians, and make
appropriate adjustments asrequired.

Based on itsreview of activitiesin the past year, the P/T
Council believesthat the implementation of the SUFA has
not been fully effectivein meeting a number of key
commitments and obligations including:

- putting in place an appropriate process for resolving
inter gover nmental disputes, particularly for the Canada
Health Act;

- ensuring the adequacy and sustainability of federal
funding for social programs,

- promoting inter gover nmental cooperation and joint
planning, and ending federal unilateralism in areas of
provincial/territorial responsibility.

Role of the Council

To date, the federal and provincial/territorial governments
have been unable to reach agreement on an appropriate
rolefor the F/P/T Council on Social Policy Renewal.
Although work has continued on a provincial/territorial
basis since the signing of the SUFA, the federal gover nment
has been unwilling to work jointly with provinces and
territoriesthrough the F/P/T Council to provide guidance
to sectors on the implementation of the SUFA.

The P/T Council has given significant thought to focusing
its attention on greater inter-provincial/territorial work.
The P/T Council has been an effective and useful forum for
provinces and territoriesto develop common positions on
Canada-wide social policy issues and to share concerns
regarding federal actionsin various social policy areas.
Two of its most significant accomplishments have been its
work with the federal gover nment to develop the Social
Union Framework Agreement and launch the National
Children's Agenda. The P/T Council envisionsit will
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continue to have a substantiverolein the development of
social policy renewal in Canada. It has proposed a
wor kplan for the following year:

PROPOSED 2001/02 WORKPLAN FOR THE P/T COUNCIL
ON SOCIAL POLICY RENEWAL

identify and prioritize social policy issueswithin each
provincial/territorial jurisdiction and share this
information, including infor mation on emer ging social
policy issues,

conduct an environmental scan of the social policy
landscapeto reveal current and future priorities, strategies
and trends, and undertake an analysis of the implications.
This could include contact with sector councilsto receive
their analysis and information;

prepare an analysis of the progress that has been made on
social policy renewal activities set out in the 1995 Report to
Premiers and identify those issues that are still outstanding
or require further work. The 1995 Report to Premiers
articulated a comprehensive platform for social policy
renewal in Canada;

coordinate provincial/territorial involvement in thethird-
year review of the Social Union Framework Agreement;

seek to establish common provincial/territorial priorities
and develop strategies for the advancement of social policy
issues. Thiscould include the sharing of best practices, and
developing inter-provincial/territorial approachesto
addressing common challenges; and

advise Premiers on specific social policy issuesin
preparation for the 2002 Annual Premiers Conference.
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Appendix A

Social Policy Sector
Progress Reports
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FINANCE

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiersinstructed their Finance Ministersto advance their
previouswork and to identify reform proposals which would
mor e durably address the vertical and horizontal fiscal
imbalance in Canada, in timefor their discussionswith the
federal Finance Minister before the next federal budget.

Premiersdirected Finance Ministersto develop a long-term

strategy to ensurethat P/T governmentswill have adequate

resourcesto carry out their responsibilities, especially in the
funding of social programs.

Progress

First Ministers met in September 2000 with an agenda
focused on sustaining health care funding for Canadians.
At the meeting, the Prime Minister committed to partially
restoring funding under the Canada Health and Social
Transfer (CHST); providing $2.2 billion over five yearsfor
early childhood development; providing some one-time
fundsto support primary care and information technology;
lifting the ceiling on Equalization paymentsfor the
1999/2000 fiscal year; and letting the established
Equalization formula — which allows the program to grow
up to therate of growth of GDP — apply thereafter. The
Federal Minister of Finance was asked to review the
Equalization Program in consultation with his provincial
colleagues.

While the Prime Minister’ s announcements wer e welcomed
asagood first step and provided some short-term relief
from the pressuresfacing provincial and territorial

gover nments, the measur es taken do not provide a
sustainable solution to the problems of fiscal imbalance and
funding of provincial and territorial social programs.

- Thefederal CHST packagefell short of theincreasein
funding called for by Premiersby at least one-third, as
it did not immediately restorethe CHST to its 1994/95
level or providefor an escalator that, at a minimum,
would maintain the value of the federal government’s
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contribution to provincial and territorial social
program spending.

- Whilethe CHST isprojected to increase moder ately
over the next few years, its growth will be lessthan
growth of costsin the key programsit supports, such
that the federal government's cash support, expressed
asa proportion of provincial and territorial social
program expenditure, will once again decline from
about 14% in 2001/02 to just over 13% in 2005/06.

- Despite the commitment of the Prime Minister to allow
the Equalization Program to grow up to therate of
growth in GDP, the celling provision of the Program
will constrain entitlement growth to only about 0.3%.
Thisisconsiderably lessthan the 8.3% growth in GDP.

- Provincial and Territorial Finance Ministersmet in
Winnipeg in December 2000 and called on the federal
Finance Minister to meet with them at the earliest
opportunity to seek waysto achieve adequate and
sustainable fiscal arrangements over the medium- to
long-term. They met again in Montreal on June 13-14,
2001 to continue their work on reform proposalsto
addressthe fiscal imbalancein Canada.

- Provincial and Territorial Ministersalso released an
update of Professor Ruggeri’sfiscal imbalance paper
which incor poratesthe CHST and Equalization changes
introduced as a result of the September 2000 First
Ministers Meeting, the October 2000 federal mini-
Budget, the new federal spending initiatives announced
during the federal election, and the effects of more
recent economic forecasts. The update showsthat after
ashort pause, the federal surpluswill again grow
strongly, while provinces and territories will find
themselves hard pressed to maintain balanced budgets.

Despite direct invitations, the federal Minister of Finance

has not met with his P/T counter partson a collective basis
over the past year.
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Next Steps

InaMay 24, 2001 letter from the Federal Finance Minister to
the Hon. Greg Selinger, Chair of the Provincial/Territorial
Finance Ministers, Minister Martin indicated that he believes
it would be useful to meet with Finance Ministersprior to his
fall budget update. Provincial and territorial Finance Ministers
look forward to this opportunity to meet to discussthe
collective economic and fiscal challenges facing provinces and
territories across the country.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersdirect P/T
Finance Ministersto develop a plan and undertake the work
required to build a common understanding of the effect of
federal spending and taxation policies on the sustainability of
services delivered by P/T governments, and on the fiscal
disparitiesamong provinces and territories. The goal of this
work should beto lay the groundwork for a common and
compr ehensive P/T stance on fiscal relations. Aswell, the P/T
Council recommendsthat Premiersdirect Finance Ministersto
continue to seek to engage the federal government in
discussions on achieving a sustainable balance in terms of fiscal
arrangements.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers continueto call on
the federal government to provideits share of the financing for
health care and other social programsthrough existing
transfer mechanisms.
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HEALTH

Premiers Direction from 2000 APC

Premiers made the following commitments on health. Their
governments will:

continueto lead in therenewal of health care services by
working with other gover nments, communities, service
providers, and citizens,
support the principles of universality, accessibility,
comprehensiveness, portability, and public administration
for insured hospital and medical services;
promote those public services, programs and policies which
extend beyond care and treatment and which make a
critical contribution to the health and wellness of their
citizens;
further addresskey prioritiesfor health carerenewal and
support innovation to meet the unique and emer ging needs
of their citizens;
expand the sharing of information on best practices and
ther eby contribute to continuing improvementsin the
quality and efficiency of their health care systems,
report to their citizens on the health status of their
populations, their publicly funded health services, and the
actionstaken to improve these services; and
continue to seek an adequate and sustainable federal
contribution to health and other social programs through
the existing Canada Health and Social Transfer (CHST)
and the Equalization Program.

Premiersalso directed Ministers of Health to identify
approachesto improve the education, training, recruitment,
retention and work life conditions of the health wor kfor ce and
report back to them at the 2001 APC.

Premiers mandated their Health Ministersto develop
strategies for assessing the cost-effectiveness of prescription
drugs, including a common interprovincial/territorial advisory
process to assess drugs for potential inclusion in
provincial/territorial drug plans.

Premiersdirected Health Ministersto collaborate on a
transparent provincial/territorial approach to outcome
measur ement, including the development and use of
compar able indicatorswhere appropriate for health status,
health outcomes, and quality of service such that each
gover nment will begin reporting by September 2002.
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Progress

The September 2000 First Ministers Communiqué on
Health set out a vision aswell as principlesto guide
governmentsin thetask of health carerenewal. First
Ministers agreed that the key goals of the health care
system are to preserve, protect and improve the health of
Canadians; ensurethat Canadians have reasonably timely
access to an appropriate, integrated, and effective range of
health services anywherein Canada, based on their needs,
not their ability to pay; and ensure the long-term
sustainability of health care services. First Ministers
agreed to collaborate on priority areasfor renewal and
innovation and to provideregular reporting to Canadians
on the progress of renewal.

Priority areasfor renewal and innovation identified by
Premiersand included in the September 2000 Fir st
Ministers Communiqué werereviewed by Health
Ministersat their October meeting. Where work was not
specifically underway, workplanswererevised to

incor porate the direction of Premiersand First Ministers.

Appropriate Health Care Services - Primary Health Care

F/PIT Ministers endorsed the” Vision Paper on Primary
Health Care Renewal.” Work continueson its
implementation and communication. Thedesign criteria
for the Primary Health Care Transition Fund remains a
concern for provincesand territories. The contribution
agreement model proposed by the federal government does
not provide the flexibility in fund design required by
jurisdictions. Significant accountability provisions, of
concern to provinces, are also a key component of the
federal draft. 70% of the Fund ($800 million over 4 years)
will be distributed on an equal per capita basisto
provincial/territorial initiatives while 30% will be directed
to nationally significant and inter-jurisdictional projects. A
F/PIT Advisory Group on Primary Health Care Reform
has been established.
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Health Human Resources

F/PIT Ministersreleased the “ Nursing Strategy for
Canada” and agreed to develop an overall Health Human
Resour ces Strategy to include the nursing strategy, a
physician resour ces plan, and a national plan for allied
health professionals. F/P/T Ministerswill review progress
on theseissuesin September 2001.

Home Care and Community Care

All provinces and territories have expanded home care and
community care programs. F/P/T Ministersapproved a
workplan for home care and community care.

Pharmaceutical Management

F/P/T Ministers agreed to the following directions for
futurework on pharmaceutical management: (i) increasing
collaboration on drug product review activities,

(i) facilitating assessment of cost-effectiveness of
prescription drug products; and (iii) examining current
practicesfor the provision and use of information and
various means of addressing drug purchasing costs. P/T
Minister s have agreed to hold a special meeting (timing to
be deter mined) to discuss actionsto help them manage the
growing costs of pharmaceuticals.

Health I nformation and Communications Technology

All provinces and territories have made major investments
in their health information technologiesin recent yearsto
improve care and health systems management. Health
Ministers have directed officials to finalize the Health
Infostructure Blueprint and Tactical Plan, which identified
initiativesto acceler ate the development of information
technology such as electronic health records. A
harmonized approach for assuring citizens' privacy
protection is being developed. Theindependent I T
Corporation, Canada Health Infoway Inc., has been
established. The Government of Canada hastransferred
$500 million to the Corporation and a summer launch is
planned.
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Health Infrastructure

The federal government allocated $1 billion to provinces
and territoriesfor the purchase of diagnostic and medical
treatment equipment in the 2000/01 and 2001/02 fiscal
years.

Other Key Renewal Areas

Performance IndicatorssM easures - An interim report will
be provided to Ministersin September 2001 regarding
development of a shared approach using jointly agreed
upon compar able performance indicator s‘measur es.

Dispute Avoidance and Resolution - Prior to the First
Ministers Meeting in September 2000, the federal
government committed to work with provinces and
territoriesto develop, by March 2001, a dispute settlement
mechanism for disputesrelating to the Canada Health Act.
While discussions have recently resumed, little progress has
yet been made. 1t is, however, hoped that a model
consistent with the mechanism and principles endor sed
unanimously by Premiersin 2000, and acceptableto all
parties, will be agreed toin the near future.

On April 4, 2001, the Prime Minister announced the
appointment of former Saskatchewan Premier

Roy Romanow to head a Commission on Health to develop
and report on recommendations by November 2002, for
revitalizing Canada's health care system. Although many
provinces and territories were supportive of the
announcement of the Commission, concer ns have been
raised that thereport will cometoo late to address current
challengesin the health care system.

Next Steps

Health Ministers are continuing discussions on priority areas
for renewal and innovation asidentified in the Health
communiques from the 2000 APC and FMM. The annual
conference of F/P/T Health Ministersis scheduled for
September 24 - 26, 2001.
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Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers continue to seek
adequate and sustainable federal funding for health and other
social programsthrough the adoption of an appropriate
escalator for the CHST.

The P/T Council further recommendsthat P/T Health
Ministers show leadership in therenewal of health care
services by addressing key priorities for health carerenewal
innovations, including a health human resour ces strategy and
strategies to assess the cost-effectiveness of phar maceuticals.

The P/T Council recommendsthat P/T Health Ministers
continue their work to implement the commitments outlined in
the communiqués on health from the 2000 Annual Premiers
Conference and 2000 First Ministers Meeting.
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NATIONAL CHILDREN'S AGENDA

Premiers Direction from 2000 APC

Premiersreaffirmed their commitment to children'sissuesasa
top priority and endorsed the vision, values and goals of the
National Children's Agenda. Premiersalso directed Ministers
of Health and Social Servicesto further their discussions
toward an agreement with the federal government on an early
childhood development initiative.

Progress

On June 21, 2000, the F/P/T Council on Social Policy
Renewal released Public Report: Public Dialogue on the
National Children's Agenda - Developing a Shared Vision,
incor porating comments received, aswell asrevised
statements of vision, values and goals for the National
Children's Agenda (NCA).

TheNCA'sshared vision for children isintended to serve
asa catalyst for action by all Canadiansincluding

gover nment collaboration on specific initiatives, such asthe
commitment on Early Childhood Development and further
progress on the National Child Benefit.

Four shared goals wer e identified for the NCA. Children
should be physically and emotionally healthy; safe and
secur e; successful at learning; and socially engaged and
responsible.

At the September 2000 First Ministers Meeting, First
Ministers, except the Premier of Quebec, agreed to work
together to improve and expand early childhood
development programs and services over time.
Governments also agreed to report regularly on their
progress and to build knowledge and disseminate

infor mation to parents, communities and service providers
to help them to give children the best possible start in life.

Since then, F/P/T work has focused on the implementation
of the First Ministers commitments on early childhood
development. Thishasresulted in action on related NCA
priorities, including the commitments to monitor the
progress of Canada's children, shar e effective approaches
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to improving child wellbeing, and ensure public
involvement.

Social Services Ministers are also continuing their work on
implementation of the National Child Benefit. 1ssues
around the needs of adolescents continueto be explored by
both the Health and Social Services sectors.

Next Steps

The P/T Council will continue to support the work of Social
Services and Health Ministersto implement the commitments
and prioritiesoutlined in the September communiqué and
focus on areas of joint work related to an early child
development initiative.

The P/T Council will also continue to support the work of
Social Services Ministersto implement the National Child
Benefit initiative.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersreaffirm their
commitment to children'sissues.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersdirect Social
Services and Health Ministersto continue work on children's
initiatives and that they give particular priority to
implementation of the commitmentsin the communiqué on
early childhood development from the September 2000 Fir st
Ministers Meeting.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Premiers Direction from the 2000 APC

Premiers confirmed that early childhood development istheir
top priority for action within the overall national children's
agenda. Premiersencouraged their Social Servicesand Health
Ministersto further advance their discussionstoward an
agreement with the federal government on an early childhood
development initiative. Premiersstated that federal funding
for anew early childhood development initiative must bein
addition to the full restoration of the CHST with an
appropriate escalator .

Progress

First Ministers, except the Premier of Québec, released a
communiqué on Early Childhood Development at their
September 11, 2000 meeting. The communiqué provided
provinces/territories with the flexibility to invest in any or
all of thefour key areasfor action: promoting healthy
pregnancy/birth/infancy; improving parenting and family
supports; strengthening early childhood

development/lear ning/car e; and strengthening community
supports. F/P/T Ministers Responsible for Social Services
and Health were given responsibility for implementing the
First Ministers commitments.

First Ministers agreed that:

- investmentsfor early childhood development should be
incremental, predictable, and sustained over thelong
run;

- governmentswould report annually to Canadians on
their investments and on their progressin enhancing
servicesin thefour priority areas,

- they would develop a shared framework, including
jointly agreed compar able indicators, to report on
progr ess,

- therewould beregular public reporting using common
outcome indicator s of child well-being.
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The federal gover nment committed to provide provinces
and territorieswith $2.2 billion over 5 yearsfor this
initiative as part of an increaseto CHST payments. This
funding for ECD began in 2001/02 and supportsthe
significant early efforts by provinces and territoriesin this
area.

All participating gover nments have announced their ECD
plansfor 2001/02.

All participating gover nments agreed to establish a baseline
of current early childhood development expenditures and
activities and to begin reporting by fall 2001.

The federal government also committed to providing
funding for Aboriginal early childhood development and
reiterated thiscommitment in its January 2001 Speech
from the Throne. To date, there have been no specific
federal announcements regar ding programs, time frames
or funding allocations for Aboriginal early childhood
development, on and off reserve.

In April 2001, Provincial/Territorial Ministers Responsible
for Social Services and Health jointly wrote to their federal
colleagues requesting action on the federal government’s
commitment regarding Aboriginal funding. They noted
that thereisashortfall in the availability of early childhood
servicesfor reserve-based communities and that this
snortfall will grow asjurisdictions begin implementing
their new ECD initiatives unless thereis additional federal
funding for these communities. They also noted the need to
ensur e compar able services between on and off reserve
communities.

Next Steps

Ministers Responsible for Social Services and Health approved
awork plan for completion of joint work outlined in the
September communique and officials have begun thiswork.
Individual jurisdictions are scheduled to release their baseline
reportsin fall 2001. Ministerswill continueto raise the issue of
federal funding for Aboriginal ECD programming.
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Recommendations

The P/T Council recommends that Premiersreaffirm early
childhood development as a high priority within the overall
National Children's Agenda and encourage their Social
Services and Health Ministersto continue their work in
implementing the ECD initiative. Premiersencourage the
federal government to ensure, through the CHST, that its
funding to provinces and territoriesfor early childhood
development will continue to be incremental, predictable and
sustained over thelong term.

The P/T Council further recommendsthat Premiers state their
concern that federal funding is needed to improve and expand
early childhood development programs and services available
for Aboriginal children, both on and off reserve.
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NATIONAL CHILD BENEFIT

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiersreaffirmed the priority that all provinces and
territories place on addressing the issues of child poverty and
the work force attachment of parentsthrough the National
Child Benefit. They endorsed the continued work of Ministers
Responsible for Social Servicestoward the implementation of
the series of National Child Benefit increases scheduled to
2004. In addition, Premierscalled for Provincial-Territorial
Social Services Ministersto provide:

an assessment of child poverty trendsin Canada;

an assessment of theimpact of the National Child Benefit in
meeting its objectives of reducing child poverty, promoting
wor kfor ce attachment and independence of low-income
families, and reducing overlap and duplication between
gover nments; and

recommendations on further National Child Benefit
investments to achieve full implementation.

Progress

Under the National Child Benefit, provinces and territories
areinvesting in arange of programs and services for low-
income families. Thefive key areasfor investment include:
child benefits and earned income supplements; child day
care; early childhood development and children-at-risk
services; supplementary health benefits; and other
supports. Theseinvestments are expected to exceed

$600 million in 2000/01. Thisbuildson thevast array of
programs and services that provinces and territories have
established to promote positive outcomes for families and
children.

Gover nments have made significant progressin
implementing income support under the National Child
Benefit. By 2004, federal investment in the National Child
Benefit will grow to $2.5 billion annually.

On April 23, 2001 Federal/Provincial/Territorial Ministers
Responsible for Social Servicesreleased the second annual
National Child Benefit progressreport. Thereport noted
that fewer children areliving in poverty and more low-
income families ar e ear ning money from employment and
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leaving welfare. The percentage of families with children
living in low income dropped from 20.5% in 1996 to 18%
in 1998. Thisdecline was particularly significant with
180,000 children in families leaving low-income situations.
While Canada's strong economic performance has been a
key factor in thisdecline, the National Child Benefit has
also supported this positive trend by increasing child
benefits and services for low-income families and
improving work incentives.

Next Steps

Provincial/Territorial Ministers Responsible for Social
Services will implement the direction from Premiersregarding
the future design and implementation of the National Child
Bengefit.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersendorsethe
continued work of the Ministers Responsible for Social
Servicesin the development of the National Child Benefit
initiative.
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BENEFITSAND SERVICESFOR
PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiers endorsed the work of Social Services Ministerson
benefits and servicesfor personswith disabilities.

Progress

Social Services Ministersreleased In Unison 2000: Persons
with Disabilitiesin Canada on March 30, 2001. Thereport,
developed in consultation with the disability community
and Aboriginal organizations, includes data on some
societal indicators and illustrative effective practices.

Work continued on the two joint disability initiatives
recommended in the In Unison 2000 report: (1) feasibility
of a new " disability tax benefit" and other mechanismsfor
funding disability supports; and (2) analysis of labour

mar ket needs.

In response to commitments from Social Services Ministers
to engage r epr esentatives of the disability community in the
two areas of joint work, a two-day meeting was held in
April 2001 with community and Aboriginal representatives
to discussthetwo joint initiatives.

At their May 15, 2001 meeting, F/P/T Social Services
Ministersreviewed the progress and endor sed the work on
the two joint disability initiatives.

P/T Social Services Ministers have expressed concern about
the narrow scope of federal cost-sharing for drug and
alcohol programs, specifically detoxification programs,
under Employability Assistance for People with Disabilities
(EAPD).
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Next Steps

Work will continue on the analysis of labour market needs
for personswith disabilitiesin conjunction with the Forum
of Labour Market Ministers and in assessing the feasibility
of a new " disability tax benefit" or other support
mechanisms to fund disability supportsin conjunction with
Finance ministries.

Optionsfor a disability supportstax benefit and the results
of the labour market needs analysiswill be presented to
F/P/T Social Services Ministersat their fall 2001 meeting.

Joint F/P/T work on the two disability initiatives continues
to be an appropriate and effective arrangement for moving
forward on the In Unison agenda.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers endorse work
underway on the analysis of labour market needsfor persons
with disabilitiesin conjunction with the Forum of L abour
Market Ministers. The PT Council also recommends that
Premiers endor se the work underway on assessing the
feasibility of options, including a new disability tax benefit, to
fund disability supports.

The P/T Council recommends that Premiersreconfirm their
commitment to the vision contained in In Unison. Specifically,
Social Services Ministersshould continue their work currently
underway on assessing the feasibility of options, including a
new disability tax benefit, to fund disability supports. Given
the cross-sectoral nature of disabilities programming, the P/T
Council on Social Policy Renewal could work with other
sectors and the federal government, as appropriate. Thiswork
could be used to inform the development of recommendations
to Premiersfor futureactionsin thisarea.
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HOUSING

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premier s supported the ongoing work of Housing Ministers.
Premiersagreed to bring to the attention of the Prime Minister
concern that the federal responsibility for Housing is disper sed
throughout a number of federal ministries. Premiersalso
called upon the federal government to consider collaborative
approachesto address the different needs of homeless
Canadians.

Progress

At their annual meeting in September 2000, P/T Ministers
agreed on awork plan to address affordable rental housing
in urban centres, and housing in northern, rural and
remote areas through short-term and long-term solutions.

Ministers expressed concern that the federal government’s
practice of dispersing responsibility for housing over
several Ministriesrestrictstheir ability to work with
Ottawa effectively. Minister Sale from Manitoba, in his
capacity as Chair of the Ministerial Council on Social
Policy Renewal, agreed to raise thisissue at the Council.

InitsJanuary 2001 Speech from the Throne, the federal
government signaled itsintent to develop a new cost-
matching capital grantsinitiative to support the
development of multi-unit rental housing as a short-term
measur e to addr ess affor dable housing.

Provincial and Territorial Housing Ministers expr essed
concer n about federal unilateralism in developing this new
program in aletter to Minister Gagliano (January 2001)
and in a joint communiqué (March 2001). The Ministers
stated the need for flexible program modelsto address local
conditions and differences and the need for adequate and
sustained federal funding for housing programs through a
block transfer.

Provincial and Territorial Ministers have repeatedly called
for an immediate meeting with the federal Minister. Under
the SUFA, gover nments agreed to consult on new Canada-
wide initiatives and provide opportunitiesfor other
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governmentsto identify potential duplication and to
propose alter native approachesto achieve flexible and
effective implementation.

In May 2001, Minister Sale, on behalf of the P/T Council on
Social Policy Renewal, wrote to Minister Gagliano
reinforcing provincial/territorial concernswith the federal
government’s approach to program design and funding.

Minister Gagliano hasrecently agreed to convene bilater al
meetings with Housing Ministersto discuss the proposed
program and funding model.

Progress has been very slow in developing longer -term
solutions to addr ess affor dable housing and ther e has been
very little discussion about short-term initiatives for rural,
northern and remote housing.

Next Steps

At the F/P/T and P/T Housing Ministers' meetings, scheduled
for August 2001 in London, Ministerswill discuss the proposed
federal capital grants program, receive updates on key housing
issues, progress of working groups and consider strategies for
the next year.

Recommendations

The PIT Council recommendsthat Premiersendorsethe
ongoing work of Housing Ministers.

The P/T Council also recommends that Premiers support both
bilateral and multi-lateral meetings among the feder al
Minister responsible for Housing and P/T Housing Ministers
on the proposed federal affordable housing initiative. It
further recommendsthat Premierscall on the federal
government to ensurethat theinitiative isflexible, block-
funded and recognizes varying provincial/territorial priorities,
while supporting innovative solutions. In thisregard, it must
address the challenges of urban, rural, remote and northern
housing. The initiative must be sustained over time and not be
dependent on mandatory cost-sharing arrangements.

The Provincial/Territorial Council recommendsthat Premiers
ask Ministers of Finance and Housing to examine possible
measur es, such as tax changes and other forms of incentives,
that could stimulate development of affordable housing in all
parts of Canada.
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EDUCATION

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiers stressed that any new federal investmentsin post-
secondary education and skills development must be preceded
by the full and immediate restoration of the CHST cash
transfers, adoption of an appropriate escalator, and the
increasein El Part Il funding to the maximum allowable
under the El Act.

Premiersdirected their Ministersresponsible for post-
secondary education, skills development and labour market
mattersto work more closely together and to suggest possible
approachesto ensurethat individuals have the skillsthey need
to compete in the new economy and to report back at the 2001
Annual Premiers Conference. Premierssupported the efforts
of the CMEC to implement the Report on Public Expectations
of Post-Secondary Education in Canada and encour aged the
CMEC to continueto pursueincreased federal transfersto
provinces and territories as a means of supporting
provincial/territorial implementation of the Report. Premiers
directed their Ministersresponsible for Post-Secondary
Education and Finance to work together to develop optionsto
ensurethat student aid programs ar e effective.

Progress

The Council of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC)
has continued its effortsto persuade the federal
government to restorethe funding levels of the Canada
Health and Social Transfer (CHST). Reductionsin the
CHST in recent years, combined with unilateral federal
investmentsin specific sectors, have led to significant new
pressures on the post-secondary education sector.

The CMEC has expressed grave reservations at unilateral
federal initiativesin the post-secondary education sector
that duplicate existing initiatives or create additional fiscal
pressureon provinces and territories. It hasinsisted on the
need for consultations before any federal initiatives are
undertaken.
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Post-Secondary Education Sector:

The CMEC and the Provincial/Territorial Forum of
Labour Market Ministers (FLMM) have prepared ajoint
paper on post-secondary education and skills development,
“ Gaining the Edge in the New Economy” . The paper
provides a context for closer collaboration between CMEC
and FLMM Ministers by outlining critical contextual
issues, articulating a shared vision, and identifying options
for further action.

An in-depth review of student financial assistance will be
reviewed by Ministersin April 2002.

In 2001/02, work on accessibility to post-secondary
education will focus on best practices for encouraging
students from under-represented groupsto further their
studies at the post-secondary education level.

K-12 Sector:

The CMEC undertook to work on a number of activities
consistent with its declared values and themes, including:

- pushing for increased funding for official languagesin
education;

- ensuring that the federal copyright law permitsthe use
of the Internet for education purposes;

- administering surveys under the Canadian Youth,
Sexual Health, and HIV/AIDS Study in October 2001 to
increase under standing of the sexual health of youth
and inform policy-making; and

- reviewing proposals for pan-Canadian work plansto
addressissues of teacher supply and demand, and
special education.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers support the
CMEC's activitiesin interprovincial/territorial cooperation.

In addition, the Council also recommends that Premierscall on
the federal government to increase federal transfer payments
to the provinces and territoriesfor social programs, including
post-secondary education. The P/T Council further
recommendsthat Premiers call upon the federal government to
respect provincial and territorial responsibility for education
and training matterswhen considering new initiativesin these
areas.
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LABOUR MARKET

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiers supported the work of Labour Market Ministersand
tasked Ministersto:

work more closely with Ministersresponsible for post-
secondary education and skills development and to suggest
possible approaches to ensure that individuals have the
skillsthey need to compete in the new economy and to
report back at the 2001 Annual Premiers Conference;
continue to work on the development of a skills framewor k
to enhance skills development and reduce barriersto
employment that is consistent with the Social Union
Framework Agreement, respects provincial/territorial
jurisdiction in the areas of education and training, and calls
for theimmediate and full restoration of the CHST with an
appropriate escalator and El Part Il funding for LMDAsto
the maximum allowable under the El Act;

urgethefederal government to work collaboratively with
provinces and territoriesto develop and further the
implementation of bilateral Youth Protocol Agreementsin
the areas of education and training;

report progressto Premiersin the area of youth at risk;
addressthe needs of workers having difficulty participating
in the labour market such as Aboriginal, seasonal and older
workers; and

work to achieve full compliance with the labour mobility
obligations of the Agreement on Internal Trade by July
2001.

Proaress
Joint Work by FLMM/CMEC

The Provincial Territorial Forum of Labour Market
Ministers (FLMM) and the Council of Ministers of
Education of Canada (CMEC) have prepared a joint paper
for Premierson post-secondary education and skills
development " Gaining the Edge in the New Economy”
that discusses strategiesfor closer collaboration.
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Labour Market Development Agreements (LMDA) and El Part
Il Allocation

Provinces and territorieswith the exception of Ontario,
have signed Labour Market Development Agreementswith
the federal government. Somejurisdictionsare
approaching completion of their LM DA three-year reviews.
Provinces and territories have reported that recently
established LM DA information sharing forums are useful.

A number of issuesremain concerning LMDA agreements,
including the adequacy of total funding available through
Part 11 of the Employment | nsurance Act; and client
eligibility and access to active employment measures.
Provinces and territories have also advocated that the
federal government reduce El premiums which would
benefit both employersand workersand could spur
employersto use this money for employee training.

In May 2000, provinces and territories presented the
federal government with a business case calling for an
increase of total funding to the maximum allowable under
Part Il of the Employment Insurance Act. I1n January 2001,
provinces, territories and the federal government discussed
optionsfor strengthening the business case. Thereisa need
for further dialogue between provinces and territoriesand
the federal government on theissue of El Part I1.

Youth Employment

At itsmeeting in October 4-5, 2000, the FLMM released the
second annual Profile of Canadian Youth in the Labour
Market, which focuses on youth at risk and youth in
transition between school and work. The Ministers also set
out eight outcomesin thereport asa meansto evaluate the
development of youth in the labour market.

Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island and M anitoba currently have signed
bilateral Youth Protocol Agreementswith Human

Resour ces Development Canada. There continueto be
concernsregarding roles and responsibilities, overlap and
duplication of youth related programming and unilateral
federal announcementsin the areas of youth employment.
Asaresult, no new youth protocol agreements have been
concluded during the past year.
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Labour Mobility

Responsibility for co-ordinating implementation of the
labour mobility provisions of the Agreement on Internal
Trade (AIT) restswith the FLMM.

Over 50 regulated occupationsinvolving over 400
regulatory bodiesin Canada met on an occupation-by-
occupation basiswith the assistance of the FLMM L abour
Mobility Co-ordinating Group (LM CG) to negotiate multi-
lateral M utual Recognition Agreements (MRAS) covering
their occupational standards and qualifications.

By July 1, 2001, the FLMM LMCG wasin thefinal stages
of reporting on the overall status of mobility on an
occupation-by-occupation basis. Therelated report will be
completed shortly. A processto assist workersisavailable
through a consultation and dispute resolution mechanism.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommends that Premiers support the work
of their Labour Market Ministersand call on the federal
government to meet its SUFA commitments to provinces and
territories beforeinitiating activity that fallswithin the
constitutional responsibility of provinces and territories.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premierscall upon the
federal government to reinvest in post-secondary education
and skillstraining through increases to the Canada Health and
Social Transfer and an appropriate escalator, aswell as
increasesin El Part Il funding to the maximum allowable
under the El Act.

Further, the P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersdirect
their Labour Market Ministersto continue to collaborate with
their Education colleaguesto support actions that improve the
ability of individualsto acquire the skillsthey need to compete
in the new economy.

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiersdirect Ministersto
continueto pressto achieve full compliance with the labour
mobility obligations of the AIT.

3 While the July deadlineis not binding on Quebec, that gover nment
nevertheless expectsregulatory bodies under itsjurisdiction to continue
working to achieve compliance on a voluntary basiswithin areasonable
period of time.
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiers called on the federal gover nment to recognize its
treaty, fiduciary and constitutional responsibilitiesfor the
health, education and well-being of Aboriginal Canadians and
to work with provinces, territories and Aboriginal peopleson
mor e effective delivery and financing of health, education and
social servicesfor Aboriginal peoples.

Premiers stressed the importance of continued Aboriginal
involvement to ensurethat the needs of Aboriginal children are
apriority aswork on the National Children's Agenda
proceeds.

Premiers encouraged continued co-oper ation between
governments and Aboriginal organizations toward addressing
the education, skills development and labour market needs of

Aboriginal people.

Progress

The federal government's January 2001 Speech from the
Throne made a number of commitmentsto Aboriginal
peoples, including the following:

- ensuring that basic needs are met for jobs, health,
education, housing and infrastructure;

- working with First Nationsto improve and expand
the early childhood development programs and
services availablein their communities,

- dggnificantly expanding the Head Start program;

- cooperating with Aboriginal communities and
provinces and territoriesto reduce the number of
Aboriginal newbor ns affected by fetal alcohol
syndrome;

- reducing the incidence of preventable diabetes and
tuberculosis;

- ggnificantly reducing the per centage of Aboriginal
people entering the criminal justice system; and

- helping to strengthen Aboriginal entrepreneurial
and business expertise, as well as gover nance and
administrative practicesin First Nations
communities.
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Provincial and Territorial Aboriginal Affairs Ministers met
with Federal Ministersresponsible for Aboriginal peoples
and the five national Aboriginal Leadersin Winnipeg on
May 11, 2001. Ministersand L eadersreviewed and
endorsed a F/P/T/A working group report on Strengthening
Aboriginal Participation in the Economy. Thereport's
recommendations wer e adopted, including
recommendations to promote connectivity, engage the
private sector, develop partner ships, continue sharing of
information and best practices, and ensure a special focus
on youth and women.

At the May 11, 2001 meeting, Ministersand L eaders also
received an update on the National Aboriginal Youth
Strategy. They committed to a National Aboriginal Youth
Conference in Edmonton on October 26-28, 2001. This
conference will provide youth with a further opportunity to
provideinput and advice on the National Aboriginal Youth
Strategy aswell as on implementation activities associated
with this Strategy.

Next Steps

Ministersand Leaderswill meet in December 2001 to review
the workplan and receive a progressreport from officials on
implementing the recommendations of the F/P/T/A Working
Group Report on Strengthening Aboriginal Participation in the
Economy.

F/PIT/A work is proceeding on a National Aboriginal Youth
Conferenceto be held in Edmonton on October 26-28, 2001.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premierscall on the federal
gover nment to move expeditiously to fulfil its commitmentsto
Aboriginal peoplesin all provincesand territoriesas set out in
its January 2001 Speech from the Throne.

Further it isrecommended that Premiers acknowledge the
ongoing efforts of Ministers Responsible for Aboriginal Affairs
in collaborating on implementing recommendations of the
F/P/T/A Working Group Report on Strengthening Aboriginal
Participation in the Economy.
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STATUSOF WOMEN

Premiers Direction at the 2000 APC

Premiers endorsed the work of the Status of Women Ministers
and encouraged Ministersto continuein the priority areas of
economic equality, women's health and prevention of violence.

Progress

Ministersresponsible for Status of Women have continued
to focustheir work in the priority areas of economic
security, women's health and prevention of violence.

Next Steps

At their annual meeting in September 2001, Ministerswill
discussindicators of violence against women and policies
across Canadarelated to violence against women; a gender
analysisof areport on the current state of population health
measur ement and reporting; gender issues and the tax system;
employment insurance; women in non-traditional and
knowledge-based occupations; and part-time, contractual and
self-employed workers access to maternity and other related
benefits.

Recommendations

The P/T Council recommendsthat Premiers endor se the work
of Status of Women Ministers and encourage Ministersto
continuein the priority areasthey have identified.
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